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turn seem to be connected with the 10 primarled Sturnldae 
through the nineprimaried form Paramythia montlum from 
New Guinea. One feels like creating a Superfamily of all the 
conlrostral Oscines, separating them into nineprimaried and ten- 
primaried subfamilies, taking into consideration and emphasizing 
the points they have in common more than the points of differen- 
tiation. We remember that in our boyhood days In our parochial 
school in Missouri we were taught out of some ancient Grerman 
Natural History that the Songbirds were divided into 6 families: 
dentirostral, conlrostral, flssirostral, pegbilled, thinbilled birds 
and the Corvidse, and are we after all so very far removed from 
these viewpoints in these days of modern classification? However, 
it behooves us to strive for the truth and for accuracy in science 
to the best of our ability and our understanding and we do well 
if we do this, no matter what our name may be. 

As far as the treatment of North and Middle American birds 
is concerned we understand Dr. Relchenow when he says It would 
be impossible to treat all the forms, still some omissions and er- 
rors could have been avoided. The placing of Myladestes and 
Bombycilla among the Muscicapidse might be forgiven, but not the 
placing of certain Tanagerforms among the Mnlotiltidae and to 
put Vireosylva in the same family is nonsense! Among the Tyran- 
nidse the Genus Empidonax should have come in for at least 10 
to 20 lines and similar remarks hold true in other cases, as for 
instance, the Troglodytinae. The whole Sylvlldse group of Dr. 
Relchenow is rather an unfortunate one anyhow. The description 
of Oporomis formosa is wrong and could only apply to the female 
of the Wilson's Warbler. The name of the Chat must read Icterla 
virens and so we might go on and find more errors. But all these 
minor errors will not detract from the value of the work, which 
certainly is what it set out to be a "Handbook" a handy manual. 
That we find such errors and misstatements in regard to North 
American birds Is due to the fact that in the Berlin Museum and 
practically all the German Museums our birds are but poorly rep- 
resented and I can show the proof for this statement In writing 
from the hands of the Dir, of the Royal Zoological Museum. 
Hence we must bear with them in a spirit of kindness and hope 
that these conditions will improve so that in the future we Amer- 
icans can receive our just dues. W. F. H. 

The Winter Bird Life of Minnesota. By Thomas S. Roberts. 
Fins-Feathers and Fur. Official Bulletin of the Minnesota Game 
and Fish Department. No. 4. December, 1915. 

This Is the title of a very complete list of the birds which have 
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been authentically recorded as winter birds within the state. The 
list includes 85 species and 5 subspecies, and they are listed in 
four groups, as follows: 

Permanent Residents — 32 species, 3 subspecies. 

Winter Visitants — 16 species, 1 subspecies. 

"Half Hardy" — 10 species, 1 subspecies. 

Accidental — 27 species. 

Forty-one are marked as common in the vicinity of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. 

Copious annotations accompany each species referring to their 
differential characters, status, etc. Notwithstanding the rather 
long list, it seems to be very conservatively compiled; in all un- 
usual records data as to time and place are offered, and in most 
cases the observer is also named. The list will be of value to stu- 
dents in the adjacent states as well. — T. C. Stephens. 

The Status of Harris's Sparrow in Wisconsin and Neighboring 
States. By Alvin R. Cahn. From Bulletin of the Wisconsin 
Natural History Society, Vol. XIII (New Series), No. 2. Pp. 
102-108. 

The summary which the author makes of the published occur- 
rences of this large and handsome sparrow in the regions in which 
it is uncommon — from eastern Iowa eastward — is a valuable piece 
of work. Sixteen new records are here published. No attempt is 
made to give specific references in the regions where the species 
is common, or of regular occurrence. We miss the following ref- 
erences from the list given by Mr. Cahn: Ekblau, Geo., at Ran- 
toul. 111. March 15, 1914. "An even dozen." Bird-Lore, Vol. XV. 
Schafer, J. J., Port Byron, 111. March 15, 1914. One bird. Ibid. 
Vol. XVI, p. 190. Simpson, Mrs. Mark, Milwaukee, Wis. May 12, 
1914. One. Ibid. Vol. XVI, p. 282. Schafer, J. J. Port Byron, 
111. A^ril 26, one; May 3, two; May 5 and 7, one. 1914. Ibid. 
Vol. XVI, p. 283. Saunders, W. E. London, Ont. March 18, 1907, 
one. Auk. Vol. XXX, p. 114. L. J. 

Birds of Porto Rico, by Alex. Wetmore, Assistant Biologist. U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Bulletin No. 326. March 24, 1916. 
140 pages. 

There is a colored frontispiece of the Porto Rican Tody by Louis 
Agasslz Fuertes, a map of the island of Porto Rico and adjacent 
islands which were visited, and eight black and white full-page 
pictures of birds and stomach contents. The scope of this paper 
Is given in the Introduction: "The following report on the Birds 
of Porto Rico is the result of investigations made by the Biolog- 



